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KNAP CASTLE 
 

 

The manor of Knap or Knep (anciently Cnappe) lies in the parishes of Shipley and West 

Grinstead, and extends into other neighbouring parishes. 

 

NAPE
1
, in French, signified the skin of a Stag; and it is remarkable, when we consider that as 

the possible origin of the name, in consequence perhaps of some remarkable occurrence in the 

chace, in this once wooded country, or from the spot having been much resorted to by the early 

proprietors, as their hunting residence, that an ancient gold ring, weighing 6 dwts. 7 grs., on which is 

engraved a doe, lying under a tree, and having on the inside, in Saxon characters, the expressive 

words “Joye sans Fyn,” should have been found close to Knap Castle. This ring was, in 1773, in the 

possession of Mr Hughes, or West Grinstead. 

 

This castle belonged to the family of De Braose. In the 2
nd

 of Henry III, William, son of 

Reginald de Braose, is stated to have come into possession of Knap; yet, in a very short period after 

this, according to the following extract, quoted by Sir William Burrell, in his collections, William de 

Braose, a minor, and son of John de Braose, is stated to be the lawful claimant, in the 18
th

 year of 

Henry III. The castles of Breul, la Cnapp, and Pevensey, on the coast of Sussex, lay very conveniently 

to favour a French invasion, and were too great a trust to be reposed in a corrupt and malevolent 

foreigner, Peter de Rivaux: to prevent any mischief from that quarter, orders had been dispatched to 

the constables or governors to deliver them, the two first to the Earls of Warren and Derby, the last 

to Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, and Richard de Argenton; but Peter de Rivaux refusing to 

give them up, writs were sent on June 30
th

 1234, to the Sheriff of Sussex, to raise the posse of his 

county, and reduce them by force, if they were not delivered without delay. Orders were given to 

Peter de Rivaux, who was styled nephew, but supposed to be the son of the Bishop of Winchester, 

to send into court, William, son and heir of John de Braose, who ought to be there brought up, as 

being the king’s baron and vassal.” The castles of Brember and Cnapp were, in the ensuing year, 

committed to the custody of Richard, Earl of Cornwall, to be kept by him, till William de Braose 

should be of full age. Amongst the estates of William de Braose, are enumerated the manors of 

Knappe, Shoreham, Horsham, Beawebusson, and Brember, with three thousand acres of forest in 

Bramber – these being held of the king in capite; Edward II, in the 10
th

 year of his reign, by letters 

confirmed a deed of settlement of the above manors, (passed to Richard Hakelutt and William 

Moygne,) upon William de Braose, son of the above William, and to revert, upon his decease and 

that of Maria de Braose, to John de Moubray, who had paid therefore a fine of two hundred pounds 

to the king. 

 

                                                           
1
 Knappen, in the Saxon language, signifies to hold fast and secure – a truly appropriate name for a 

strong hold or baronial castle. There existed an ancient ferry, a mile and a half north-west of Knap Castle, 

which paid dues to the lord; a bridge was subsequently thrown across the river, at that place, the remains of 

which can be seen; a new bridge is about to be constructed, and the navigation restored, in consequence of a 

spirited plan resolved upon for that purpose by Lord Selsey, Sir Charles Burrell, and Mr. William Burrell. As the 

chief castle of the De Braoses was at Bramber, we may consider Knap as a dependent castle to that of 

Bramber, which its name also denotes; Knappe, when a noun, signifying the knave or knight, who was a 

follower of the baron, as the squire was of the knight, and frequently designated the ward or pupil of the lord, 

who under his tuition, aspired to the honour of knighthood. A son or relative of the baron frequently attending 

upon him, for this object, became the Knappe, which word, in this restricted sense, resembles the Latin Nepos. 



The Dukes of Norfolk possessed Knap Castle, and the above recited manors, according to 

this settlement. John, Duke of Norfolk, was slain at Bosworth Field, and the great dramatic historian 

of these protracted civil-wars, evidently alludes to some attempts to seduce that noble general from 

the cause of the usurper; and has recorded the doggerel distich privately addressed to the Duke, 

previous to the battle: - 

‘Jockey of Norfolk be not too bold, 

For Dickon thy master is bought and sold.’ 

 

In the revolution of affairs, which succeeded the death of Richard III (and more particularly 

on the death of the Duke, as to what regards our present subject,) Knap castle became a forfeiture 

by attaint of its last possessor, and was granted by Henry VIII to Thomas West, Lord Delaware. It was 

granted to Sir Thomas Seymour, Knight, in capite 1
st

 Edward VI. From the reign of Elizabeth, to about 

the year 1755, the castle and estate of Knappe was possessed by the Caryll family. It subsequently 

came into the possession of Sir Thomas Broughton; - Jacob Rider, Esq. made purchase of it on his 

return from Bengal, and his Trustees sold it for £18,900  to Sir Charles Raymond, Bart. Who died in 

1788, shortly after the purchase of the knap estate, and left his estate to his daughters, Sophia, Lady 

of Sir William Burrell, Bart., and Juliana, wife of Henry Boulton, Esq. Sir William Burrell purchasing 

the moiety inherited by Mrs Boulton, became seized of the whole manor to him and his heirs, in fee. 

 

I have had occasion, in several parts of this volume, to acknowledge my obligations to the 

great ‘MSS. Collections for Sussex,’ which Sir William Burrell prepared with so much accuracy, and 

which he bequeathed to the British Museum, thereby conferring a lasting benefit upon the public, 

and in particular all such as take a pride in elucidating the antiquities, genealogies, or, in one word, 

the general history of this county. For various particulars which concern Knap Castle, I am also much 

indebted to his son Sir Charles Burrell, Bart., the present worthy owner of Knap, and other lordships 

in Sussex. 

 

Knap Castle is situated about fifteen miles from Worthing, on the right hand of the high road 

from Horsham, and immediately adjoining the road. This view is copied from the drawing in the 

Burrell collection; the castle is now rather more dilapidated than at the time when that drawing was 

made; there are now two irregular apertures in the west side, and the castle would have been 

completely demolished by this time, but for some iron clamps with which the walls have been 

strengthened by Sir Charles Burrell, who besides, has taken the precaution to enclose the ruin with 

rails. 

 

Knap Castle, the residence of Sir Charles Burrell, is an elegant Gothic mansion, of modern 

erection, and in the park is a noble expanse of water; this spacious mansion is situated near the 

ancient castle. 


